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10 Dec. 2012 
NAC Membership Meeting 
Mom & Pop’s Restaurant 
331 Bayview Road 
Norfolk, VA  23503 
 
1. Club President, Doug Johnson, called the meeting to order at 7:05 
PM. 
 
2.  Pledge of Allegiance 
 
3. Attendees:  9 of the 10 members of the board were present. 
 
President    Doug Johnson 
Vice President    Neil Taylor 
Treasurer    Ned Smith 
Secretary    Jack Ince 
Events Coordinator  Tom Hubert 
Asst. Events Coordinator  Nick Wright 
Guard    Ben Capps 
Assistant Guard   Brandon Banks 
Member at Large   Carroll Howard 
 
4.  Treasurer’s Report (from Treasurer, Ned Smith): 
 
 Wells Fargo checking account $  3,070.69 
 Wells Fargo savings account  $  4,750.01 
 Fidelity money market account $  2,566.11 
 
 Grand Total    $10,386.61 
 
5.  Old Business: Please send pictures and fishing reports to Jack Ince 
for inclusion in the Wireline. 
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6. New Business: 
 

a. By our next meeting, 14 January, all trophy fish citations should be 
turned in to Tom Hubert to determine the winners in our various 
angling categories. Tom has a group of volunteers standing by to 
review the entries. 

b. If you are interested in a deep drop trip on the Ocean Pearl, please 
contact Doug Johnson or Tom Hubert. (Deep drop fishing is the 
subject of tonight's guest speaker). 

c. We are starting the process of revamping our NAC webpage with 
Mr. Pat Hirsch. The plan is to have a brand-new page operating in 
the next several months. 

 
7. Fishing reports: 
 

a. Success in striper fishing has been spotty. At the 3rd and 4th 
Islands, some have found lots of bait balls but caught only dogfish 
and no rockfish. At the 2nd Island, Ned’s boat limited out using 3/4-
ounce jig heads with 7-inch finesse baits. Off Cape Charles, the 
huge fleet has experienced many skunks, but occasional 40+ inch 
stripers caught on eels. 

b. The action for speckled trout in the Elizabeth River and togs at the 
4th Island is still good. 

c. Anglers out of Oregon Inlet are catching yellowfin, bluefin, and 
false albacore. 

 
8. Upcoming banquet: Our annual awards banquet will be held on 11 
February. Location will probably be here at Mom and Pop's Restaurant. 
 
9. Speaker/Subject of the Night: Captain Steve Ray on Deep Drop 
Fishing 
 

a. Excellent talk from a knowledgeable charter captain. Capt. Steve 
runs the Ocean Pearl out of Lynnhaven and is an owner of Long 
Bay Pointe Bait and Tackle. Capt. Steve has fished offshore and 
inshore waters for many years. 

b. Deep dropping is good all year in the Norfolk Canyon. At 1,000-foot 
depths the water temperature is always about the same. Targeted 
species are black sea bass, blueline tilefish, golden tilefish, snowy 
grouper, and blackberry rosefish.  Some strange looking things are 
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also caught, like barrelfish, with spines and slime and toxins.  Good 
idea to wear gloves while handling them. 

c. Preferred reels have high gear ratios for manually cranking up from 
those 250 to 600 foot fishing depths. Saltiga and Torium 30 are 
good choices. Also, a TLD 25 with 80-pound test PowerPro line is 
a good match for big golden tilefish. A 6/0 Penn with 150-pound 
test PowerPro line is good to get those really big grouper off the 
bottom. 

d. Will need to use heavy weights, for example 32 ounces. A bell 
sinker shape is best for use in the current. Scrap window sash 
weights are a low cost alternative – break off pieces to find the 
right weight.  

e. PowerPro line with its small diameter is crucial for fishing deep 
depths.  

f. If the current and wind work out, a north to south drift is good over 
the Canyon; but if winds are greater than 10 to 15 knots, don't 
bother fishing – drift will be too strong. 

g.  Electric reels can ease the workload, but can then an angler can't 
get state/world records if using them.  Also, anglers using electric 
reels tend to foul other manually retrieved lines while reeling in fish 
from the depths. 

h. If see ocean trawlers operating in the area, find another location to 
fish. The bottom has already been raped and it will be a while 
before repopulation. 

i. Technique:  Start shallow (to 250 feet). Get anglers used to 
working together. Limit out (25 per person) on black sea bass. 
Then go deeper (to 400 feet) and try to limit out (7 per person) on 
blueline tilefish. Then go even deeper (to 500 feet) and target 
wreckfish and grouper (limit of 1 wreckfish or 1 grouper per 
person).  Golden tilefish are found on muddy bottoms at 400 to 600 
feet; grouper on rocky ledges. 

j. It can take 2 minutes to put a bait on the bottom in 900 feet.  Then 
waiting for a bite and retrieving the catch can result in getting only 
1 drop per half hour. 

k. Bait: Big, thick, trolling squid works well. Tough enough to stay on 
hook. Don't get the small boxes of frozen small squid – easily 
ripped off hook. False albacore and bluefish fillets are great – also 
very tough. Probably almost any meat presented to these deep 
dwellers would work – as long as it stays on the hook well. 

l. Bottom rigs: for sea bass and tilefish, 2 long shank J hooks, size 
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3/0, on 50 pound test mono; for blackberry rosefish, 6 circle hooks, 
size 3/0, on 100 pound mono; for grouper and wreckfish, 1 circle 
hook, size 10/0, on 300 pound mono.  Good idea to use only 
crimped connectors to keep line from spinning in the current. 

  
10.  Raffle Drawing 
 
11. President Johnson adjourned the meeting at 8:00 PM. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jack Ince 
Secretary NAC 


